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Medical  Officers 

Annual  Report,  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 

Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  your  district,  and  the  amount  of  sanitary  work  done  during 
the  year.  The  result  of  my  inspections  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Sanitary  Committee  in  detailed  reports  from  time  to  time  on 
insanitary  premises,  and  I find  they  have  induced  several  of  the  owners 
to  make  such  repairs  and  alterations  as  will  meet  the  circumstances  in 
each  case. 

The  drainage  of  the  district  has  been  very  much  improved 
since  the  intercepting  sewers  and  outfall  works  were  completed.  I still 
regret  that  the  waste  steam  from  the  factories  is  allowed  to  be  turned 
into  the  sewers. 

I have  observed  with  favour  during  the  year  the  gradual 
approximation  to  a water  carrying  system.  All  the  new  houses  which 
have  been  erected  lately  are  fitted  up  on  that  principle,  and  with  the 
high  gradient  which  we  have  in  Failsworth,  and  properly  ventilated 
sewers,  the  drainage  when  all  connected  up  to  the  mains  should  be  in  a 
good  condition. 

A serious  nuisance  still  exists  in  Chadderton,  on  the  North- 
West  boundary  of  the  district,  caused  by  the  Oldham  Corporation,  but  I 
have  hope  that  with  the  help  of  Manchester  and  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Moston  we  will  be  able  to  get  this  removed. 

During  the  year  a number  of  streets  have  been  paved  and 
sewered,  and  some  are  being  attended  to  now. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Failsworth  is 
1,073  statute  acres,  and  the  population  enumerated  in  the  census  of 
1891  was  10,425,  the  estimated  population  up  to  the  end  of  1897  was 
13,500.  The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  have  been  calculated  on  a 
population  of  13,500,  equal  to  a density  of  12.6  per  acre. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  211,  of  these  106 
were  males  and  105  females,  giving  a death-rate  of  15.6  per  1,000  per 
annum. 

Infant  Mortality 

Sixty-eight  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  in  children 
under  one  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  of  5.03  per  1,000  per  annum. 
The  rate  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births  was  161.9. 

Mortality  at 
Specified  Ages. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  over  one  year  and  under  five  was 
28,  over  five  and  under  fifteen  5,  over  fifteen  and  under  twenty-five  8, 
over  twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five  57,  sixty-five  and  upwards  45. 

Death  Rate 
compared  with 
previous  years 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  previous  year  of 
1897  was  249,  with  a death  rate  of  19  per  1000  per  annum.  In  1896 
there  were  190  deaths,  with  a death  rate  of  16.6  per  1000  per  annum. 

Deaths  occurring 
outside  the  District 
among  persons 
belonging  thereto 

Sixteen  deaths  occurred  outside  the  district  in  persons  belong- 
ing thereto  not  classified  in  the  statistics  of  those  registered  in  the 
district,  Five  in  Monsall  Hospital,  Three  in  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary,  Five  in  the  Prestwicli  Workhouse,  One  in  the  Cancer 
Hospital,  One  in  Her  Majesty’s  Prison,  and  One  in  the  Rochdale  Canal. 

Births 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  420, 
226  males  and  194  females,  giving  a birth  rate  of  31.1  per  1,000  per 
annum. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz., 
small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  fever, 
and  diarrhoea,  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  .8  Thirty-seven  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  thirty-one  over  five 
years  and  six  under  five  years. 

Scarlet  Feve 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  one 
over  five  years  and  two  under  five,  they  were  all  isolated  and  treated  at 
home.  One  case  of  this  disease  died  in  Monsall  Hospital  who  belonged 
to  our  district. 
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There  were  two  cases  of  diphtheria  notified,  both  over  five 
years,  which  recovered. 

Not  a single  case  of  small-pox  occurred  during  the  year. 

There  were  seventeen  cases  notified  during  the  year,  all  in 
persons  over  five  years.  Eight  patients  were  removed  to  the  Monsall 
Fever  Hospital,  of  these  four  died,  and  four  recovered.  Nine  of  the 
cases  were  treated  at  their  own  homes,  of  these  four  died. 

There  was  not  a single  case  of  this  disease  during  the  year. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

There  were  no  cases  of  these  diseases. 

There  were  three  deaths  in  children  under  five  years. 

Five  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  months  of 
July  and  September,  and  all  the  cases  were  in  children  under  five  years 
of  age. 

There  were  ten  cases  of  this  disease,  four  under  five,  and  six 
over  five  years,  all  the  cases  being  chiefly  of  a mild  type  were  treated  at 
home,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  under  five  years  they  all  recovered. 

Only  one  case  was  notified,  a child  under  five  years,  which 
recovered. 

There  were  thirty-five  deaths  from  these  diseases,  fifteen  under 
five  years  and  twenty  over  five  years,  they  were  most  prevalent  during 
the  months  of  May,  October,  and  November. 

There  is  no  compulsory  notification  of  this  disease  but  10 
deaths  were  registered,  six  under  five  years  and  four  upwards  of  that  age. 

Fourteen  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis,  five  being  under  five 
years,  and  nine  over  five  years,  giving  a Phthisis  death-rate  of  1.03  per 
1,000  per  annum. 

Work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  house  accommodation  of  the  district  is  composed  chiefly 
of  four,  five,  and  six  roomed  cottages,  most  of  them  are  of  modern 
construction  and  in  good  sanitary  condition. 


Diphtheria 


Small  Pox 


Typhoid  or 
Enteric  Fever 


Puerperal  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 
and  Cholera 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea 


Erysipelas 


Membranous 

Croup 


Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and 
Pleurisy 


Influenza 


Phthisis 


House 

Accommodation 
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Insanitary 

Dwellings 


I 

Water  Supply 


Scavenging 


House  Refuse 


Drainage  and 
Sewage  Disposal 


Canal  Boats 


Bakehouses 


Slaughter  Houses 


Lodging  Houses 


Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milk-shops 


Factories  and 
Workshops 


Special  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  the  various 
parts  of  the  township  with  the  result  that  a number  of  old  houses  have 
been  repaired  and  the  sanitary  defects  remedied. 

The  water  is  supplied  by  the  Oldham  Corporation  and  has 
been  fairly  good  during  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year,  but  during  the 
latter  part  of  November  and  the  beginning  of  December  the  supply  to 
Failsworth  was  very  bad.  A small  number  of  houses  are  supplied  by 
Manchester,  there  the  supply  has  been  of  a good  character. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  by 
the  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  refuse  of  the  town  is  disposed  of  in  tips  and  taken  for 
manure  by  the  farmers.  The  removal  of  the  refuse  is  undertaken  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority. 

The  drainage  is  mostly  on  the  combined  system,  the  domestic 
sewage  and  a large  quantity  of  the  surface  water  going  in  the  same 
sewers.  The  district  is  well  sewered  with  pipe  and  brick  sewers,  the 
whole  of  the  sewerage  system  gravitating  to  one  outfall.  The  system 
of  disposal  is  by  chemical  precipitation  by  alumino  ferric,  followed 
by  filtration  through  polarite  filter  beds. 


There  are  no  Canal  Boats  located  in  the  district,  they  merely 
pass  through  to  other  towns. 


These  are  satisfactory. 


Private,  fairly  satisfactory,  and  licensed.  There  is  no  Public 
Slaughter-house  in  the  district. 


There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  district. 


These  are  inspected  regularly  and  are  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
the  majority  do  not  provide  proper  sheds  nor  air  space  to  suit  modern 
requirements. 

These  are  inspected  occasionally,  and  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments are  in  most  cases  on  the  privy  system,  and  are  as  satisfactory  as 
can  be  expected  under  that  system. 
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The  food  supply  is  good,  none  was  seized.  The  milk  supply 
within  the  district  was  good,  but  I do  not  consider  that  there  is 
sufficient  control  over  the  supply  brought  from  a distance,  and  consider- 
ing the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  which  have  occurred  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  I consider  that  we  should  have  some  guarantee 
that  the  dairies  arc  properly  controlled  and  registered. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  has  always  been  heavy 
in  this  district,  over-crowding,  damp,  and  badly  ventilated  cottages 
tend  to  promote  this  disease,  recent  researches  have  proved  it  also 
to  be  of  an  infectious  nature,  and  it  should  be  reported  and  dealt  with 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  diseases  of  an  infectious  character. 


GEO.  W.  BEATTIE,  M.D. 


Food  and  Drugs 


January,  1899. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS,  during  the  Year  1898,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Annual  Report  for  1898. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  a Report  of  the  work  of  the  Inspector’s 
department  during  the  past  year,  and  in  so  doing  would  remark  that  the 
report  has  been  compiled  to  a large  extent  from  the  records  of  my  pre- 
decessor, as  I only  entered  upon  duties  in  September  last. 

The  work  of  this  department  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  with 
their  own  manual  and  hired  team  labour,  this  I consider  to  be  a far 
more  efficient  and  satisfactory  method  than  the  contract  system. 

Appended  hereto  are  tabular  statements  showing  the  number 
of  receptacles  emptied,  loads  taken  to  each  tip,  and  to  farmers,  and  the 
corresponding  number  for  the  previous  year  : 

Dry 


Ashpits 

Ash-boxes 

Privies 

Pails 

Cesspools 

Barrels 

Loads 

1898 ... 

. 2438 

21572 

2525 

73719 

123 

1398 

5220 

1897  ... 

. 2354 

13472 

2342 

75329 

127 

1416 

5127 

The  contents  of  the  ashpits  and  privies  were  taken  to  the 
various  tips  as  follows  : 


Wrigley  Jackson 

Andrew’s  Head  Mill  Lane  Street  Emmett’s  Selby’s  Various 


No.  of  Loads....  2668  1606  828  307  117  108  86 


Cleansing 

Department 
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The  contents  of  the  cesspools  and  pails  were  taken  to  the 
various  farms  in  the  district,  the  number  of  barrels  taken  to  each  farm 
being  as  follows  : 


No.  of  Barrels 


Selby’s 

Emmett’s 

241 

281 

Sykes’ 

Pennington’s 

113 

100 

Smith’s  Barrow's 

157  111 

Various  Farms 

156 


Howard's  Hastings 

101  138 


This  is  by  means  of  tips  and  farms,  the  former  being  used  for 

Refuse  Disposal  . . 

the  contents  of  ordinary  privy  middens  and  ashpits,  whilst  the  contents 
of  the  pails  and  cesspools  are  taken  to  the  farmers  and  after  being 
mixed  with  other  material,  used  as  manure. 


The  proper  sanitary  disposal  of  the  domestic  refuse  is  a matter 
which  needs  your  careful  consideration,  especially  assuming  the  growth 
of  the  district  as  likely  to  continue;  in  this  particular  it  should  be  noted 
that  land  used  as  a tip  for  domestic  refuse  is  unfit  for  the  erection  of  a 
dwelling-house  for  several  years,  and  even  then  the  precautions  should 
be  taken  of  covering  the  entire  site  with  a layer  of  concrete  to  exclude 
the  ground  air ; in  fact,  this  precaution  is  desirable  for  dwellings  other 
than  those  erected  on  made  land. 


The  most  sanitary  means  of  disposing  of  this  refuse  is  by 
means  of  a Refuse  Destructor  which  would  also  be  very  useful  for  the 
proper  disposal  of  butchers’  offal,  fishmongers’  and  greengrocers’  refuse, 
which  are  at  present  a source  of  difficulty  and  nuisance.  A Destructor 
would  also  be  useful  for  the  destruction  of  the  infected  matter  in 
typhoid  cases  and  for  infected  bedding  when  destruction  is  necessary. 


Smoke 

Observations 


During  the  year  95  smoke  observations  have  been  taken,  in  23 
cases  the  limit  of  8 minutes  black  smoke  to  the  hour  was  exceeded. 
Legal  notices  were  served  in  seven  cases,  and  legal  proceedings  taken  in 
one  case,  this  resulted  in  a penalty  of  five  shillings. 


The  abatement  of  black  smoke  can  be  obtained  in  a many 
cases  by  the  exercise  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  fireman,  and  the  ob- 
servations seem  to  show  in  most  cases  that  heavy  irregular  firing  is  the 
cause  of  the  cases  exceeding  the  limit. 
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During  observations  of  one  hour  black  smoke  was  emitted  : — 
For  a period  not  exceeding  2 minutes  in  14  cases 


For  a period  exceeding  2 mins,  but  not  exceeding  4 minutes  in  17 

99 

99  99 

4 

9 9 99 

6 

17 

99 

99  99 

6 „ „ 

8 

24 

99 

99  99 

8 „ 

10 

7 

9 9 9 9 

10  „ 

12 

6 

99 

9 9 9 9 

12  ,, 

16 

6 

99 

99  9 9 

16  „ „ 

22 

4 

99 

During  the  year  1,600  houses  have  been 

inspected  and  reported 

upon  at  your  monthly  meetings,  the  existence  of  a large  number  of 
nuisances  were  detected  and  representations  made  to  the  owners  or 
occupiers  to  remove  the  source  of  complaint,  in  a number  of  cases  this 
has  proved  effectual,  resulting  in  the  abatement  of  64  nuisances  of 
various  kinds  (included  in  the  list  of  nuisances  abated)  but  the  majority 
of  the  cases  are  still  in  hand  and  require  to  be  dealt  with. 


House  to  House 
Inspection 


Privy  Middens  re-constructed  or  repaired  32 

Privy  Middens  abolished,  water-closets  substituted....  21 
Privy  Middens  abolished,  pail-closets  substituted  ...  3 

Cesspools  abolished,  water-closets  substituted 1 

Pails  abolished,  water-closets  substituted  12 

Water-closets  repaired  5 

House  Drains  disconnected  and  trapped  23 

House  Drains  re-laid 26 

House  Drain  Inlets  repaired 119 

Stagnant  Water  in  Cellars 2 

Farm  Drains  re-laid  *...  2 

Back-yards  formed  and  flagged 18 

Back-yards,  Animals  improperly  kept  in 39 

Houses  in  dirty  condition  5 

Houses  in  insanitary  condition  (structural) 5 

Houses  overcrowded 7 

Eaves  and  Downspouts  repaired  6 

Offensive  Accumulations  9 

Back  Passages  repaired  ; 2 

Slaughter-house,  floor  repaired 1 

Offensive  Trade,  premises  lime-waslied  1 

Total  339 


Statistics  as  to 
Nuisances 
Abated. 


No.  of  Nuisances  reported 366 

,,  Legal  Notices  served 82 

„ Preliminary  Notices  served  83 


No  of  Notices  : Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  12 
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Disinfection 


Cowsheds  and 
Dairies 


Condition  of 
Back  Streets,  &c 


In  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
patient  have  been  fumigated  with  sulphur  and  then  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  limewashed  and  where  necessary  the  bedding  taken  to  the  disinfec- 
tant station  for  disinfection,  in  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  special  means 
have  been  taken  to  keep  the  infected  matter  separate  and  to  deal  with  it 
so  as  to  prevent  further  danger,  in  all  cases  disinfectants  have  been 
supplied  to  the  occupiers  of  infected  houses. 

During  the  closing  months  of  the  year  the  rooms  in  which 
fatal  cases  of  consumption  occurred,  have,  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  been  disinfected  and  precautions  taken  with  a view  to 
preventing  further  cases  from  that  source. 

During  the  year  .Regulations  have  been  adopted  under  the 
“ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,”  and  Public 
Notice  given  requiring  the  registration  of  all  persons  carrying  on  the 
business  of  Cowkeeper,  Dairyman,  or  Purveyor  of  Milk.  16  Persons 
have  applied  for  registration,  this  does  not  represent  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  the  above-named  trades,  and  further  action  will  be 
necessary  to  enforce  Registration,  and  due  compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 

During  the  year  all  the  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  the 
dimensions  of  each  measured,  in  every  case  the  amount  of  air  space  is 
below  the  minimum  stated  in  the  Regulations,  this  is  a matter  which 
should  receive  attention  during  the  present  year. 

A number  of  private  streets,  courts,  and  passages,  are  in  a 
very  dirty  and  insanitary  condition,  the  owners  or  occupiers  should  be 
required  to  give  better  attention  to  the  same  and  keep  them  in  a more 
cleanly  condition.  In  many  instances  the  only  effectual  remedy  will 
be  to  pave  and  drain  the  streets  and  passages  in  question,  and  from 
a sanitary  point  of  view  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  work  of  improving 
the  streets  of  the  township  should  be  proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 


Yours  respectfully, 


THOMAS  H.  WILDE,  Inspector. 


